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Axis Mundi: [00:00:00] Axis Mundi. 

Reverend Sex (Rev. Alba Onofrio): Hi, beloved. Welcome to Love Letters 
with Reverend Sex. I'm your host, Reverend Sex, and I wanted to introduce 
myself to you. This series is a part of the Soulforce Podcast Channel. And it's a 
place for deep liberating conversations about being Queer and Latine, 
decolonial theology, faith, gender justice, and above all, sacred resistance and 
healing. 

I wanna tell you a little bit about me because I think about you all the time. We 
may not have met yet in person. I may not be able [00:01:00] to recognize your 
face or your name, but I think about you all the time. I think about our people, 
especially now in this moment. I'm obsessed with how we find each other, how 
we connect, especially now amidst the chaos and confusion amidst the hurt and 
overwhelm. 

I believe it's possible. I believe that that is the way we move from here to where 
we are going, and I can't wait to have more conversations with you. 

Hello, sacred timekeepers. You have found me in a time of celebration. This 
week we are celebrating the 90th birthday of the matriarch of our family. And so 
it is a great time of celebration and joy that she has made it so many years of 
love and life on this planet. [00:02:00] It feels like it fits in perfectly with this 
week's theme of joy. 

If you have been listening along to Love Letters, you know that we are on week 
three of the season of Advent where we are supposed to celebrate joy. And if 
you have ever seen advent wreaths with the candles, if you had them in your 
church growing up, or if you've seen them around town, or maybe on your own 
family's table, this is the week of pink candle. Which is centered around this 
idea of joy around how the shepherds felt when they heard the good news of 
Jesus' arrival. 

I wanna come at this in a different way. Because I want us to talk a little bit 
more about joy from a perspective that is specifically resisting white Christian 



Supremacy. So one of the [00:03:00] most foundational ideas that has been 
instilled in us, since we are very young, of white Christian Supremacy, is this 
idea of binaries. Mutually exclusive opposites. We're taught it from the time we 
are born, with our little kid games. We're taught that the opposite of white is 
black. We're taught that the opposite of fat is thin. The opposite of tall is short, 
and we have these opposite games. 

And a question for me is always, thinking about trying to work through a 
different way of seeing the world is, why isn't the opposite of white rainbow? 
For example. Like a prism that absorbs or reflects light? Why isn't it being 
devoid of color on one side and then all of the colors of the rainbow on the other 
side, for example? 

That's just one of the many, many, many ways we're taught to think about the 
world. [00:04:00] So the same thing is true around things like sexuality. 
Someone is either gay or someone is straight, and therefore those of us who are 
not within a gender binary or bisexual, pansexual, polysexual, all of these many 
other forms of sexual expression and gender expression are very confusing. 
Because we blur those lines. 

Just like we're taught that there is chaos on one side and order on the other, 
we're also taught that there is good on one side and bad on the other. So in that 
way, white Christian Supremacy gets into us all day, every day for our entire 
lives, just by focusing on one of those two without even having to name the 
other. 

So for example, when people say, I am a good American citizen, they are 
immediately playing on the idea that we will already know that if they are good 
and good fits in with [00:05:00] American, good fits in with citizen, good fits in 
with Christian, et cetera, et cetera, that we will already know that there is an 
opposite. Which is, not those things. So bad would be non-citizen, 
non-Christian, non-American, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. So those binaries are 
at play all the time. And what happens when those of us who don't fit neatly into 
two opposite and opposing categories show up in the world? Well, we cause a 
lot of turmoil and chaos because we're taught everything should go in the good 
bucket or in the bad bucket. 

And so those of us who complicate that narrative are seen as evil or bad because 
we make things quote unquote confusing. What would happen if we actually 
just got rid of the binaries entirely and recognize them for what they are, which 
is a strategy of white Christian Supremacy. 



So all of that is a very roundabout way [00:06:00] to say: 

In this week where we are supposed to be joyful, many of us don't feel joy as 
our primary experience of this moment. There is so much grief and heartache, 
and fear and suffering. In the world and in our own internal lives, even. Maybe 
for the time of the year that it is for circumstances within our own lives, our 
own families, or just the state of the world around us in general, that it feels like 
we have to be completely in that mode of whatever those feelings are, such as 
grief or anger, and there is no space for joy. That feeling, that idea that we can 
only be one and not the other. So, if we are grieving the loss of someone that we 
love, or if we're furious about the current political condition or the genocides 
happening around the [00:07:00] world, or wars, et cetera, that we can never 
have a moment of joy. 

And so, one of the things I wanna do in our time today is just name that idea for 
what it is. This binary logic as a strategy and tool of white Christian Supremacy 
and remind us what we already know to be true, which is that we can hold 
cosmos and worlds of truths within us. And that isn't bad. So even if you're 
outraged and frustrated and on the front lines. 

Or very inwardly focused and grieving and hurting in this moment. That doesn't 
mean that there aren't also moments of joy and laughter. Those things can exist 
at the same time. It doesn't mean that you are less down for the cause or that you 
are betraying someone that you're grieving. What is actually true is that we hold 
within us many worlds and many truths and many realities. 

[00:08:00] So I invite you in this time to think about, when we're feeling guilty 
about having moments of joy, whether it's through silly things like scrolling 
social media, or a funny thing that our favorite animal friend does in front of us 
at home. Whenever we have those moments of joy, not to take them in as 
moments of guilt, but rather to know that we, by having moments of joy, even 
within the moments of despair or grief or heaviness, that those are not 
contradictory. But rather those are part of the full embodied lived experience of 
being human and not something we need to have guilt for. But rather we can 
hold that as part of our resistance to the ideologies of white Christian 
Supremacy that tell us that we must live in this binary thinking of one or the 
other. 

So now that we've gotten that binary thinking squared away with [00:09:00] 
giving ourselves permission to have many feelings at once and not have to be 
stuck in just one way of being and thinking perpetually in order to be our full 



selves, I'd like to switch to what I really wanna talk about this week. And that is 
Mary. 

I could literally do an entire series on Mary, the mother of Jesus. I love her. I am 
super Marianistic in my beliefs, particularly around Guadalupe. And this past 
week was Guadalupe's feast day and I could just do a whole series. If that's 
something that you're interested in, leave us a message, send us a note. 

We'd love to hear about that, and I can work on that particular area because it is 
something I love. You know, some people feel like Mary has been used as the 
tool of submission for women to put us in our place and tell us who we should 
be for so many generations that she [00:10:00] just cannot be redeemed. We 
have to kinda expel her and start over again with different myth figures and 
different, um, religious entities that can help us live into a more liberated way of 
being. 

I can honor that that is a very logical, reasonable position, but that is not my 
position. I'm quite the opposite. I think her power over many, many generations 
is the reason why we should recover her, because there is so much to say about 
her. 

So I am gonna take the time this week talking about joy, not in the kind of like, 
yay, yay celebration, momentary flickers of happiness that come up, but in a 
deep commitment to a future that winds up being the source of joy that is 
profound in its impact in her life and in the world in general. So let's talk a little 
bit about her.[00:11:00]  

Mary is called the Theotokos or the God bearer. And that feels so deep in my 
spirit because she is the bearer of God in this, in this story, in this narrative of 
how Jesus comes to be in the world. But I think about how much our theology, 
our liberation theologies, and what we've talked about before in this series 
around the Imago Dei and being made in the image of the divine, how much 
actually all of us are Theotokos. All of us bear the resemblance of God, the 
being of God, the spark of the divine that is in us. 

And so, when I think about her, I think about her as such an example, uh, of 
who we can be and how we can live into the world. Now, to say that as a queer 
feminist Christian pastor, that can be controversial, right? 

Because I just told you all the ways that she's used to tell us that we should be 
[00:12:00] quiet and long suffering and sacrificial. But rather this week we're 
gonna talk about who was Mary? And maybe I'll start backwards. So, the Virgin 



of Guadalupe is the narrative of an Indigenous woman who appears on this hill 
here in Mexico City, just outside Tepeyac. And she comes and appears on this 
mountain, or this hill, that had been the home place of a famous, very important, 
very central goddess of the Meshika culture before colonization happened. 
Guadalupe comes in 1531. Which is just a little over a decade from when 
Hernán Cortés invaded Mexico and started massacring people. 

So some of the things I wanna lift up, it's a beautiful [00:13:00] story, you 
should totally look it up. Every year on her feast day in December, millions 
upon millions upon millions, tens of millions of pilgrims come to the city to 
offer her devotion and gratitude and to ask her for help and support in different 
things going on in their own lives and in their families lives. 

But what I wanna focus on is she is the apparition of Mother Mary, but she is in 
Indigenous. clothing. And she is an Indigenous woman and she's speaking to an 
Indigenous man. And what feels so important about this story to me is that she's 
showing up at this very particular time. This is not the long suffering, sweet, 
delicate flower that we're often given as this image of Mary, especially when we 
have her with her European phenotypes from, you know, medieval paintings 
coming out of the [00:14:00] colonizing countries in Europe. Or when we have 
even the Guadalupe with her eyes cast downward with her hands kind of folded. 
No, this is an apparition of an Indigenous woman. Coming on the mountain of 
one of the most powerful female goddesses of the pantheon, of the Meshika 
people and culture of that time. 

And she's coming when her people are being slaughtered. And I'm talking about 
millions upon millions upon millions of humans. Up to 90% of the entire 
population has been murdered in a decade. So this is time of incredible misery 
and hurt and painfulness, where Indigenous folks in this new colonized world 
have no standing. And she is there to make a declaration, not only about her 
own power and her own ability to be there and [00:15:00] support her people, 
but also about the worthiness of, particularly at this moment, Indigenous people 
on this continent saying they are also children of the divine. They are also God's 
children and are worthy of full and equal, um, being and living in the world. 

So, I love that image of her on this continent because oftentimes so much of 
what we read in the Bible feels so far away, but this particular tradition coming 
out of a Catholic tradition, even for me as an evangelical, feels so close because 
it's so much closer to where I am from and where I grew up. 

So I love Guadalupe in that way. It's been almost 500 years since she has 
appeared on this continent for the first time, and her power is just as great as it 



was. More and more so I would say over time. So it's a really powerful image to 
look at her not as a submissive, um, passive [00:16:00] feminine like sub. So we 
can look at her not as like a supporting actress under the main role of some 
other figure, but rather as the protagonist of this story. 

And it goes back to what I think of when I think of Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
She is not this sweet little delicate princess that so often she's painted to be in 
portraits and in the conceptualization of her from a patriarchal position. No. She 
is someone who was birthed and grew up in a resistance community. 

She would have been under the Roman Empire at the time. She would've been 
part of a legacy of women who, and a whole [00:17:00] community, who were 
fighting to get out from under the repression of an entire empire of the Roman 
state. So when I think of her and her 'yes', the, the, the part of scripture that 
comes closest to mind is in Luke one. 

We have this song called the Mag- Magnificat, which means my soul magnifies 
the Lord. It's the Canticle of Mary. It's one of the most ancient Christian hymns 
that we have, and it gives us a great idea of who she is. And a lot of times we'll 
talk about this as she's singing joyfully as she receives the news that she will be 
pregnant, she will have a son, his name will be Jesus. 

This is when the angel comes to her and after she's done asking her questions 
and kind of giving him the rundown of like, how is this actually gonna work? 
'Cause this doesn't make any sense, et cetera, et cetera. She sings this song 
called The [00:18:00] Magnificat, and it's in Luke chapter one. This is such an 
important part of our story for this, this week talking about joy. 

Because it is the place where she is talking about what her joy is about. It's not 
this narrative that's given to girls of, like, oh, you're gonna be a mommy and it's 
gonna be great. There are a lot of us who wanted nothing more than to have 
children, and that is a huge part of our lives and our joy. 

But this isn't what this song is about. It isn't where she goes to. It isn't a naive 
kind of, um, celebration of what's gonna be easy. Because nothing for her is 
easy and she knows it from this very moment. She knows that she will be seen 
as possibly having committed adultery. She knows that she's gonna have to go 
through the [00:19:00] pain of childbirth. 

She will have seen it by this age. She will know that she may be a single mother. 
She knows that she's supposed to have a life and this is going to vastly derail 



that life into something else. This is a song where she's not yet aware, but she 
can only imagine. 

With the history of how the Jewish people had been squashed by the Roman 
Empire time and time again, though they continued to rebel against the empire 
and refused to be colonized and refused to be subjugated with their culture, their 
practices, their faith for generations and generations. And yet she comes from a 
people who still resist. Even her name, Mary. We get that from the Greek. But, 
her name would've been the same as Miriam as in the sister of Moses who was 
powerful and rebellious, and a leader who [00:20:00] loved her people who was 
also known for singing and dancing. 

This is the song of somebody who has endured suffering and who will continue 
to endure suffering. I mean, she will have to flee for the life of her child. She 
will have to run away to a different country where she doesn't know the 
language or the culture. She will have to flee in the night because of a 
narcissistic, ego-driven, maniacal ruler has decided to deploy the military in 
their own kingdom to disappear, baby boys. To slaughter them and their 
innocence because he is so tender that he's scared about there being some kind 
of ruler that has prophesied that was gonna come in and overthrow him. 

[00:21:00] She will have to watch her firstborn son seemingly lose his mind 
when he is not a carpenter and doesn't follow, follow in his father's footsteps 
where their entire reputation goes to hell, where he's arrested and humiliated and 
publicly tortured and dehumanized, and then murdered publicly by the state 
under capital punishment for doing what? Doing nothing more than defying the 
powers that be and daring to declare that all of us are created equal in the image 
of God, that all of us have access to the Creator. 

She was part of all of that. She comes from an anti-imperialist group of people 
who have been resisting, who have been freedom fighters for generations long 
before her and many generations after her. So she is coming to this canticle, this 
magnificat, this soul magnifying the Lord, in a way [00:22:00] that is saying 
not: I'm just gonna sit back and live the high life now I will be called the 
goddess of heaven and I have to do nothing else, but just celebrate that I was 
chosen among all women to be this wonderful Theotokos. 

No, she is saying 'yes' with her whole being to stepping into a legacy and a 
promise that her people would not be quelled, that her traditions, her culture, her 
religion, would not be thwarted by systems of power that seek to kill and 
dehumanize anyone or anything that dares to defy them. No, she's coming to the 
magnificat saying: 



This is a moment that will be remembered and I will be remembered in history. 
Not for the princess sitting on my pillow, not doing anything, but rather for 
being part of the legacy of resistance. 

She talks about in this magnificat, starting at verse 47 [00:23:00] in in Luke 1, 
talking about my soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God. This is 
a sense of her saying. Oh, this is the beginning of something. This is a 
continuation of something, and this is a new day. A new way of moving through 
the world. She talks about how God will bring the powerful down from their 
thrones and lift up those who are lowly. Who will fill those who are hungry with 
good things, and the rich people who have been hoarding, all of the resources 
will be sent away empty. 

It's about God's mercy coming to the aid of those in need about those who 
struggle. And she even ends it by saying, this is part of what God's help is going 
to look like because of God's promises that were made to ancestors generations 
back. So when I think of her and I think of Guadalupe, I [00:24:00] think about 
promises of the divine to be with us, to be here in our midst not to do everything 
for us. Not that there won't be misery and sorrow and grief and trouble. But 
rather, oh, I can sit in the joy of knowing that I am stepping fully into a promise 
and I am help helping to actualize that promise in real life, in real time. In my 
lifetime right now. 

And I don't know about you, but for me, that is a promise of great joy that 
makes me feel a satisfaction and a purpose and a connection and a commitment 
that I don't know that I would always call it joy. Sometimes it feels very scary. 
But it is something that feels so deep in my bones that gives me hope and gives 
me possibility. Helps me fuel for another day. 

So I hope this week as you're [00:25:00] celebrating this season of Advent, if 
you are, and you're thinking about joy and you're holding the many feelings that 
we can feel at once, both good feelings and bad feelings, joys and sorrows, hope 
and despair, that you will also remember this canticle of Mary, this Magnificat 
where her soul is magnifying the Lord ahead of time and making its 
commitment yet again to step into a legacy of ancestral resistance that has 
outlived so many generations of freedom fighters and lovers, and mothers and 
caretakers and resistors. 

May that be part of our prayer and our legacy this week and forever. Will you 
pray with me?[00:26:00]  



Oh, Emmanuel. God with us, God in us. God arounding us. Be with us here in 
this season of Advent. Sit with us in the joy alongside the tragedy. Sit with us in 
the satisfaction of being part of a long legacy of resistance to evil. Center us and 
ground us in Mary's Magnificat. Help us to find those moments where we can 
say, my soul magnifies you, oh God. 

My spirit rejoices in your promises. Help us remember the way of mercy, of 
compassion. Help us be part of the processes. Help us be part of the [00:27:00] 
resistance. Help us be part of the hope. Help us be part of the peace. Help us do 
what we have been called to do as followers of a creator who wants abundant 
life for all, who creates us in the divine image. 

Not just some of us, but all of us. Help us in this moment of division. In this 
moment of hate and anger. Of cancellation culture and being estranged from our 
neighbors. Help us remember the promises to be that which helps fill the hungry 
with good things. Helps us equal the playing field for those who have so much 
more access. And privilege. And resources. And others.[00:28:00]  

Come to our aid. Help us to accept your work in the world, not as a heavy 
burden, but as a purpose driven commitment to what we have already been 
called to. May we be in the line of our ancestors who receive the promise that 
there would be a day where the lion and the lamb can cohabitate. Where there is 
war no more. 

Help us sit in the joy of all of the small things that come together to make that 
world possible. May we be one in each other and in the vast kindom of creation 
where all are welcome and all are included, where all our wounds are healed 
and where we do not continue to hurt each other with our own [00:29:00] 
wounds. 

Help us be a part of your solutions. Help your solutions be a part of who we are. 
And may we forever live into the hope and love and promise of knowing that 
you are who you are and you always will be with us amongst the people. 
Alongside us in our joy and in our grief, in all of the moments, big and small. 
We praise your name and glorify what is to come. 

Amen. 

If this episode of Love Letters with Reverend Sex touched your heart let us 
know. We'd love to hear your stories. What resonated? What were you taught 
about Advent or about this season of learning to celebrate joy within 



Christianity? What have you learned since leaving Christianity or on the 
[00:30:00] outside? 

What brings you joy this season? Please let us know in the comments or reach 
out to us on social media @teosinverguenza @soulforceorg or @Reverend_Sex. 
We are grateful for your time and energy being with us. If there is someone who 
came to mind while you were listening, we encourage you to send this their 
way. 

Maybe there's a little bit of joy that they need to have in this season, and this 
gives them permission or space to think about that in a different way. We are 
almost at the end of this season of Love Letters with Reverend Sex. So if there 
are topics that you would like for us to talk about next season, please make sure 
to be in touch. 

We're working on that now. And while we'll miss you for a little while, we'll be 
back soon. As soon as the new year starts, by the end of January, we'll be back 
on the air. So thank you again, and you are listening to Love Letters with 
Reverend Sex.[00:31:00]  

Thank you for spending a little bit of your day with me and Love Letters from 
Reverend Sex. I'm your host, Reverend Alba Onofrio, also known as Reverend 
Sex, the ED and Spiritual Strategist here at Soulforce.  

Make sure you also check out our Monday show, Teología Sin Vergüenza, 
which is a space for Queer and feminist Christian, Latine folks navigating faith 
in family, sexuality and identity, where we talk to theologians, elders, and 
everyday saints about decolonizing our faith and working on social justice 
issues from a very informed political lens while shamelessly, theologically 
centered in our faith. You are welcome. 

Leave us a review and comment on Apple Podcasts and make sure to visit 
soulforce.org to find more resources on fighting white Christian Supremacy and 
building life affirming communities for all those at the margins of  [00:32:00] 
faith. 


	Transcript: Love Letters from Rev. Sex Ep. 10: The God-Bearer Was a Joyful Rebel 

